Christmas Challenge 2023
I received twenty-three entries to the latest challenge, with only two all-correct.

One of these was from a coach in Western Australia.

Three entrants pointed out an error in the wording to Notchers 6: they quite rightly reminded me that an incoming batter now has three minutes in which to be ready for the next ball to be bowled.   In other words, if the batter wishes to take guard he must have done so before the three minutes have expired.   Fortunately this did not make any difference to the answers given by entrants.   

In addition there were two entrants who applied the answer to Scratchers 4 more strictly than I had expected – or intended.   The answer was five penalty runs to the fielding side, and these two transferred the penalty to the Notchers innings.   Provided that entrants had given 5 runs as the answer, I allowed either version as a correct answer.   

The correct answers are as follows:

Scratchers

1 10

2 132 

3 0

4 5

5 2

6 30

7 1

8 98

9 43

10 21 

11 17 

Ex
      15

Total  374

Notchers

1 133

2 10 

3 20 

4 60 

5 3 

6 1 






7 10 

8 20 

9 40 

10 30 

11 30 

Ex
      4

Total   361

Scratchers won by 13 runs
Only four questions were without error (Scratchers 3 and 11, Notchers 5, 7 11), while the questions which caused most problems were Notchers 1 (10), Notchers 6 when eight people failed to record the No Ball, Notchers 3 (7), Scratchers 8 (5) and Scratchers 11 (5)
The winning entry – drawn from the Third Umpire’s hat – was submitted by Cliff Loverock.

Sincere thanks to all who have sent an entry  and to those who sent any words of appreciation.   

