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Chairman’s Update – March 2021

Dear Colleagues,

Hope you are all still keeping well and safe and looking forward to the up and coming season.


ECB Roadmap – Return to Recreational Cricket 

The ECB have updated the guidance for organised cricket activity in England and Wales. The link is -  https://ecb-comms.co.uk/t/2SWS-14YZ1-7ORN10-Q1Q38-1/c.aspx

The England roadmap has been updated and there is guidance applicable to England and Wales as well as FAQ.

The ECB ACO will be reviewing the guidance early next week and as stated in the guidance (page 5), be issuing more detailed guidance relating to officials in due course.

I believe this will be coming via: Over and Out, so please keep an eye out for this.



WTU / Availability 

Could all umpires make sure that their WTU Calendar is up to date for the start of the new season, as John Reed (Appointments Officer) will be making appointments in the next few weeks.
For those umpires who have received their 1st Covid vaccination and suffered side effects, you may wish to consider your availability on WTU on the days immediately following your 2nd vaccination.  This may well also apply to league cricket.
If you have any issues logging onto the system please contact John who will help and assist you. John’s contact details are: johnreed4@hotmail.com

Request from Treasurer
For those officials that receive expenses from Malcolm Edge and have changed their bank account in the last couple of years please let Malcolm have your new details. Malcom’s contact details are:  malcolm_edge@sky.com

Umpire Career Progression Policy  
This has recently been updated and a copy can be found at: 
 Umpires/Scorers | Staffordshire Cricket
The objectives of the document are:
a. Sets out SACO’s implementation of guidelines and expectations for grading. 
b. To assist members to achieve their full potential most expeditiously. 
c. To provide cricket matches with umpires of a suitable standard.
If you have any queries/questions regards your development, please contact David Marchant, the County Development Officer:  David’s contact details are: dgmarchant44@tiscali.co.uk

Pre-Season Umpire Refresher
Ian Matthews our Education Officer has provided two very useful refresher documents:
1. Before the Match 
2. Signals and Calls
These are attached as separate documents.


Umpire On line Stage 2 

I am pleased to announce that the online stage 2 is now being offered to those individuals who have completed the online stage 1.I will keep you posted on the roll out of stage 2.

Scorer’s Update
[bookmark: _GoBack]Zoom webinars have been organised for scorers and the next will take place, provisionally on 15th and 16th April for NSSCPCL scorers, mainly about League Regulations but will also cover DLS, Support Scorer and, possibly video protocols.  Some of these topics may be covered in a later session.  A session for SSCL scorers may be organised.

We continue to recommend the Online Basic Scorer Course both as an introduction and as a refresher, covering the completion of the scorebook. SACO are also offering supplementary Zoom discussion session(s) covering pre-match duties, including setting up the match on computer, followed by a second session on match complications and post-match duties.  Details have been circulated to all known scorers.   The more comprehensive national “Ready, Steady, Score” programme will be announced shortly.

We are always short of scorers for county youth matches (mostly mid-week) – and even three clubs in or near the South of the County have asked for help in finding a Saturday Scorer.  Please contact Colin for details if you can help colinp@a-b.co.uk

With consideration to covid restrictions, it would be advantageous if both scorers used Pro on laptops. The second, support, scorer can electronically check the scores at the end of every over automatically.  This does depend on the availability of Wi-Fi but there may be a way for the two laptops to communicate locally without Wi-Fi.

Clubs, scorers and umpires may consider investing in walkie-talkies for themselves – just remember to sanitise before and after use.

For more useful links for umpires, visit http://tinyurl.com/SACOumpire

International Obstruction 17 March 2021 West Indies v Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka’s opening batsman Danushka Gunathilaka was given out Obstructing the Field during his side’s first One Day International of the series against the West Indies in Antigua on Wednesday. 17th March.

Gunathilaka becomes the 11th man to be dismissed in this manner in international cricket, following Jason Roy, Len Hutton, Xavier Marshall, Inzamam, Ramiz Raja, Ben Stokes, Mohammad Hafeez, Mohinder Amarnath, Hassan Rasheed and Anwar Ali.

Gunathilaka was judged to have obstructed the field *when he trod on the ball while bowler Kieron Pollard was attempting to affect a run out*. Pollard bowled a short ball which Gunathilaka fended away. Non-striker Pathum Nissanka set off for a single but Gunathilaka, after advancing down the pitch, sent him back and then backed back 
into his own crease whilst pointing his bat towards his team mate in a ’stop’ gesture. As he did so, he appeared to lose sight of the ball, stepped on it, and knocked it backwards.

Pollard immediately appealed and on-field umpire Joe Wilson requested a review, at the same time giving the soft signal of out. Television umpire Nigel Guguid ruled that Gunathilaka had deliberately attempted to foil the run out. In talking through his decision Guguid declared that Gunathilaka had “kicked the ball away, obstructing the field”, thus indicating he viewed the action to be deliberate.

A fuller description can be found at:
https://wwos.nine.com.au/cricket/west-indies-vs-sri-lanka-danushka-gunathilaka-obstructing-the-field-one-day-international/f83fc832-545f-47c2-8265-ec5e998b09a6 
Unfortunately the video clips there and elsewhere have been removed due to copyright restrictions.  Please let Colin Pearson (colinp@a-b.co.uk) know if you find any - there may be one at wisden.com/series-stories/west-indies-v-sri-lanka/watch-sri-lanka-batsman-controversially-given-out-obstructing-the-field if you have a 
subscription.

 And Finally
Again I would be grateful if you could forward this newsletter to any umpire or scorer, (active or retired) you may know but is not a member of the ACO, or any potential new umpire or scorer.

If you feel you need to contact me please do not hesitate to email me (p.hector@sky.com) or telephone (number below).

Hope to see as many as possible of you around the County, over the forthcoming months. 


Be safe
 
Paul Hector
SACO Chairman
Tel: 07985 515461
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